Syntax 

Saek indicates grammatical relations by word 
order in syntactic constructions and not by 
inflections and modifications of words. The most 
favored sentence pattern has a noun subject followed 
by a verbal predicate, which may contain a noun 
object: 

kuu mil luik saam hun . 
I have child three person 
I have three children. 

Many Saek sentences show a topic-comment arrangement: 

,5 4 ,4 
saak man yaal . 

rope it slack 

The rope, it is slack, or The rope is slack. 

Nouns. Noun phrases may consist of single nouns. 
a noun and attribute, a pronoun, or an interrogative- 
indefinite pronoun. Attributes that follow a noun 
may be another noun, a demonstrative adjective, or a 
verb. Nouns following the head noun frequently 
function as the possessor and the head noun the 
possessed: 



4 3 

raan thaw 

house old person 

old person's house 

If the attribute is a pronoun, it functions as a 
possessive adjective: 



, . 1 2 

kian raw 

oxcart they 

their oxcart 

.6 .^^, . ^ 6 

The demonstrative adjectives n±± this and nan 

that" may also function as attributes: 

6 6 4 6 

baat nii raan nan 

time this house that 

this time that house 



Words considered to be adjectives in English 
behave syntactically as verbs without a copula. Thus 
the expression 

traaw haw 
knife sharp 

nr^ay be translated as *the knife is sharp* or *the 
sharp knife'. 

A typical expansion of the noun phrase involves 
^he jse of classifiers. Classifiers exist for most 
count, nouns, although their number and complexity 
do not equal that of Siamese. When used, the order 



xxxiii 



is noun-nunber-classif ier: 



raan saam lag 
house three elf. 
three houses 



1 4 

Other classifiers include ?al for things, thua for 

animals, maak for fruit, and ient for books, knives, 

boats, and various sharp objects. 



Pronouns. Pronouns may also fill noun positions, 
although they are frequently omitted in contexts 
where the referent is understood. The following 
table lists the most common pronouns generally used 
in a formal situation: 

Saek Pronouns 



1st person 
2nd person 
3rd person 



Singular 

6 
hooy 

3 
caw 


Plural 

roo . pruu 

2 
suu 


4 
man 


raw^ 



Sentence types. While single clause SVO 
sentences form the basic Saek sentence, more complex 
sentences also exist. Three representative examples 
include the following. 

Conditional. Conditional sentences are usually 

4 « . 
introduced with khan if or one of its variations. 

although it is frequently deleted: 

khan muig ^aw maa boo day 

if you take come not be able 



and than I kill 

If you cannot take it, I will kill you. 

Tomporaj^ Temporal sentences are often 
introduced with phoo^ when': 

4 9 4 4 2 2 

phoo maa thag raan , phat ren 

when come reach house then see 



?aay tay coo . 

grandmother weep put 

When he reached hom^. then he saw his 
grandmother crying. 

Causative. Causative sentences include clauses 
introduced by hw"^ 'cause': 

I — A o fi "-i 3 

?aw Ifc^ew leew ci vua kug hyy 

take Completive and then he then, so cause 

6 1 5 ^3 t.. 4 

sa vvvy^ laat baan phiag . 

rule kingdom village city 



He mar^iod Ho:r>, and ho (the king) had him rule 
the kingdom. 
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